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| _ SOME 
Neceſſary and Important 
CONSIDERATIONS, vc 
Tl Touching my Conſcience. b E 
| Have been very diligent to keep my Conſci- 


ence Clean, to Incouragelt in the Vicegerency 

that THOU, [the great LORD of the World} 
haſt given It over my Soul and Attions, I have 
kept It in the Throne and greateſt Reverence and 
Authority in my Heart. 

In A&tions to be Done or Omitted, I have-al- 
ways Adviſed with It, and taken Its Advice; I have 
neither Stifled, nor Forced, nor Bribed It; but 
gave It a free Liberty to Adviſe and Speak out, 
and a free Subjection of my Will, Purpoſes, and 
Actions tolt, ; "SA i 

If---I have at any time done Amis, I have not 
taken Her up ſhort, or ſtopped Her Mouth, or my 
own Attention to Her Chiding and Reproof ; but 
I have, with much Submiſſion of Mind, born Her 
Chaſtiſement, and improved it to an Humbling of 
my lf before THEE for my Failings; for I look- 
ed upon Her as Afting by THY Authority, for 
THY Service, and to THY Glory; and I durſt not 
Diſcourage, Diſcountenance, or Diſobey Her, 

When She was Pleaſed, and gave me Good 
Words, I was Glad ; for I eſteemed Her as a Glaſs 
that repreſented to my Soul the Favour or Diſplea- 
ſure of GOD Himſelf, and how HE ſtood affeQed 

$owards-me, A2 


I have more Trembled nnder the Fear of a Seat- 
ed or Diſcouraged Conſcience, than under 'the 
Fear of a Sharp or Scrupulous Conſcience ; becauſe 
I always accounted the Latter, tho' more Trouble- 
ſome, yet. more Safe. —\ 

I have been very jealous, either of Wounding, 
or Grieving, or Diſcouraging, or Deadning my 
Conſcience. I have therefore choſen rather to 
fzrbear that which ſeemed. but Indifferent, leſt 
there ſhould be ſome what in it that might be Un- 
lawful; -and © would rather Gratifie my Conſci- 
ence, with being too Scrupulous, than Diſpleaſe, 
Diſquiet, or Flat It, by being too Venturous: I 
have ſtill choſen rather to Forbear what might be 
Probably Lawful, than to Do that which might be 
Poſſibly Unlawful ; becauſe I could nor Err in the 
Former, I might in the Latter. 


T have been careful to adviſe Impartially with 
my Conſcience before my Aftions ; fo leſt I---- had 
committed any thing Amiſs, either in the Nature 
or” Mantier 'of the AQtion, I commonly, every 
Night, brought my Aftions of the Day paſt, be- 
fore the Judicatory-of my Conſcience, and left Her 
to'a'Free and Impartial Cenſure of them; and 
what She Senteticed Well Done, I with Humility 
returned the Praiſe thereof'to THY Name; what 
She Seritenced Done Amiſs, I did humbly ſue unto 
THEE' for' Pardon, and for Grace to prevent me 
from-the like Miſcarriages. By this means I kept 
my" Cotiſcience Aive, Renewed, and preſerved 
my Petice with THEE, and learned Vigilance and 
Caution for the Time to'tonie. 4 R 
©)” ""Toachins THY Creatares, 
 F have not only looked upon THY Bleſfiogs and 
TS, ca >. my 


en. 


—_— in Lending ha "THY oi " Sales for 
my Uſe; -but I have fony ith" TY for, «tk 
ſing” upon them: mea, e' of' thein: I'did” yery 
well obſerve, Thaf tit is by rays S's Curſe in 
the very Creatures” that” 1 receive, 'ofileſs T THY 
Bleſſing fetch it out ;4n Emptfneſs'in them, unleſs 
THY" Goodneſs fill thetii: -Thb* THOU ſhouldeſt 
give me Qmails.and 'Manna from Heaven, yet with- 
out THY Bleſſing 'np6ri' theih, they would become 
Rottenjleſs and Putrifaction to! me ; and therefore 
| evet begg'd” THY" Blefſing'n oY THY Bleſſings, . 
as well as'the- Bleſſings themfelves;, and artribined | 
the Good 1 Fornd,or was to Expect iti them, to the 
Sim& HAND thit Gave'thery, " 

[ received” and uſed THY. Creatures, as com- 
mitted'to meander # Truſt; andas'a Steward' and. 
Accottptantfor them ; and "therefore I was always | 
careful to'vſe theni' according ro thoſe Limits, arid; 
in order for thoſe Ends, for which” THOU dit . 
commit them'to me: 1 pe With Temperarice, ahd 
Moderation ;' 1 'did':not” uſe THY Creatures ro 
Luxury and Exceſs, . to' make Provifion 'for my 
Lofts, with" Vaiti Glory or Oſtenration, but for 
the convenient "Support of "the Exip ences. of 1 my 
Nature and” Condition; and if 'at'any -time THY 
Goodneſs! did"indulge'me an Uſe of them for De- 
light,as well as Neceſſity, 1 did ir but Rarely and, 
Watchfully; I looked not upon' thie' Wine, when. 
it gave its colour in'the Cup © ; nor gave my ſelf over 
either to'Exceſs or Cutiolity in Afeats or. Drinks; I. 
checked ' my Self thetein, as being©in THY Pre- 
ſence; and ſtill remerhbred 1 had "THY Creatutes, 
under an Accompts and was ever careful to avoid 
Exceſ$' or Inteitiperarice, becauſe 'eyery Exceſſive 

AZ Cup 


Cpp and Meal was in danger to leave me ſomewhat 
in Super and Arear to my LORD. 2dly. With Mer- 


cy and Compaſſion to the :Creatures themſelves, 


which THOU haſt put under my Power and Dif- 
poſal. When I conſidered the Admirable Powers 
of Life and Senſe which I ſaw in the. Birds and 
Beaſts, and that all the Men in the World could 
not give the like Being to any thing, nor Reſtore 
that Life and Senſe which is once Taken from 


them; When I conſidered how Innocently and' 


Harmleſly the Fowls, and Fiſh; and Sheep, and Ox- 
en take their Food, that THOU, the LORD of All; 
haſt given them, I have been apt to think that ſure- 
ly THOU didſt intend a more. Innocent kind of 
Food to Man, than ſuch as muſt be taken with ſuch 
Detriment to thoſe Living parts of T HY Creation ; 
and guar, THY wonderful Goodneſs hath fo 
much Indulged to, Man-kind, as-to give up the 
Lives of theſe Creatures for; the Food of Man by 
T-HY expreſs Commiſſion, yet 1 ſtill do, and ever 
did think, that there was a Juſtice duc. from Man; 
even to theſe Senſible Creatures, that he ſhould take 
- them Sparingly, for Neceſlity, and not for Delight ; 
or if for Delight, yet not for Luxury : I have been 
_ apt to think, That if there were any more Liberal 
aſe of Creatures, for Delight ar Variety, it ſhould 
be of Fruits, or ſuch other Delicacies as might be 
had without; the. loſs gf Lite z - But however it: be; 
this very Conſideration , hath made me- very Spa- 
ring and Carefy], nor Vainly, or 'Superfluouſly; or 
Unneceſſarily, or Prodigally, to take away the Life 
of THY Creatures for. Fealting, and Exceſs. - And 

he very ſame Conlideration.. hath always gone'a 
long with me, in reference to the Labour of T HY Creas 


_ wy_——= 
_— 


"— 


txre3; I have ever thought that there was aicers- 
tain degree of Juſtice due from Man to-the' Crea-" 
tures, as from Man to Man; and that an exceſlive, 
immoderate, unfeaſonable «Uſe of the Creatures 
Labour, is an Injuſtice for which he muſt. Accompr. 
To deny Domeſtical Creatures their:convenient 
Food ;: toexad&t that Labour from them, that. they : 
are nof. able to ,perform:; to uſe Extremity or Cru- 
elty towards them, is a breach nf that, Truſt, un-- 
der, which the Dominion of the Creatures was 
committed to us, and a breach of that Juſtice that -. 
is due .from. Men to. them; and therfore I have 
always eſteemed it as part of my Duty, and it hath : 
been always my Practice, to be Merciful' to my : 
Beaſts ;. and upon the ſame- Account I have ever 
eſteemed-it; a breach of ,Truſt, and have according-- 
ly declined any Cruelty to any of TAY Creatures 
and as. :much as I might, prevented it in others, as-: 
2 Tyranny, inconſiſtent with the Truſt and Stew- 
ardſhip that THOU haſt commited to me. I 
have abhorred thoſe. Sports that conſiſt in the 
Torturing of the Creatures; and if either Noxi- 
ous/Creatures muſt 'be Deſtroyed, or Creatures for 
Food muſt be Taken, it: hath been my- Praftice to _ 
do it in'thar manner, that may be with the leaſt. 
Torture or | Cruelty ro the Creature; and I have 
ſkill thought it an Unlawful thing to Deſtroy thoſe - 
Creatures 'for Recreation-ſake, thar either, were 
not Hurtfol when they: Lived, or are not Profi- 
table when- they are Killed; ever remembering 
that tho'T' HOU haſt given us a Dominion over THY 
Creatures ; yet it 1s-under a Law of Juſtice, Pru- 
dence, and Moderation; otherwiſe we ſhould be- 
come Tyrants, not Lords, over THT Creatures; 
and 


others have-pradtiſed-as Recreations, I have avoid- 
e& as'Sins, 
| Concerning my Wealth; 

The more'l had, the more was my Care, and the 
greater the Charge that 1 had under my Hands, and 
the-niore was my Solicitude to be a Faithful Stew- 
ard of it, to'the Honour and'Uſe of my MASTER ; 
bur my part was the leaſt that was in it : Indeed 1 re- 
joyced in this,that my MASTER eſteemed me Wiſe 
and Faithful, committing the Diſpenſation thereof 
tomy Truſt; but I thought it no more'mine, than 

the'Lords' Baily, or the Merchants Caſh-keeper, 
thinks 'his'Maſters Rerits or Money his. 

And” therefore thought it would be a breach of 
my'' Truſt 'to/ Conſnme or Embezil that Wealth in 
Exceſſive Superfluities of Meat, Drink or Apparel, 
re}; ot in' Advancing my'Self, or my Poſterity, to 
a maſly or hyuge Acqueft. 

Touching my Reputation. 

Tho' I have loved my Reputation, and have been 
viglant not to loſe or impair it by my own Default 
or Negle&, yet I have looked upon it as a brittle 
- thing, a thing that the Devil aims to hit-in; a ſpe- 
cial manner, a thing that' is much in the Power-of 
a Falſe Report, a Miſtake, a Miſ-apprehenſion, to 
wound and hurt: Notwithſtanding all-my Care, I 
am-at the Mercy of Others, without GOD's won- 
derful oyer-ruling Providence. And as my Re- 
patation is the Eſteem that Others have of me, fo 
that Eſteem may .be 'Blemiſhed without. my -De- 
fault. _ I have therefore always taken this care, 
not to ict my -Heart upon'my Reputation,” I will 
| uſe 


\ P. 
and therefore thofe' things of this 'natire, that 


_— 


uſe all. Fidelity and Honeſty, ——_ take care .it ſhall 
not be loſt by any Default of mine; and if not- 
withſtanding all this, my Reputation be ſoiled by 
Evil'or Envious Men or Angels, I will patiently 
bear it, and content my Self with the Serenity of 

my own Conſcience : Hic pwrus ahenius eſto, (This 
ſhall be as a Wall of. Defence to me.) 


—— — 


The aforeſ\ wid A athor 0n Changes and Troubles. 
CONTEMPLATIONS. P. 380. 


| Way-ward Soul; Let not thoſe various 
Storms, 


Which hourly fill the World with freſh Alarms, 
Invade thy Peace; nor diſcompoſe that Reſt, 

W hich thou mayſt keep Untouch'd within thy Brelt, 
Amidſt thoſe Whirl-winds, if thou keep but free 
Thy Intercourſe betwixt thy GOD and thee; 

This Region lies above theſe Storms; and know, 
Thy Thoughts are Earthly, and they creep too low, 
If theſe can reach thee, or acceſs can find, 

To Bring, or Raiſe, like Tempeſts in thy Mind, 

But yet in theſe Diſorders ſomething lies, 
Thar's worth thy Notice, out of which the Wiſe 
May trace and find that Juſt and Powerful HAND, 
That Secretly, but Surely, doth Command ; 

And manage theſe Diſtempers with that Skill; 
That while they ſeem to Croſs, they A& HIS Will. 

Obſerve that Silver Thread, that ſteers and bends 
The worſt of all Diſorders to ſuch Ends, 

That ſpeak HIS Juſtice, Goodneſs, Providence, 
Who cloſely guides It by HIS Influence. 

And tho' theſe Storms are Loud, yet.Liſten well, 

"There is Another Meſſage that they tell; | 


This 


This World is not thy Country, 'tis thy Way : 

Too much Contentment might invite thy ſtay 

Tob long upon thy Journey; make it ſtrange 
Unwelcome News, to think upon a Change : 

_ Whereas this Rugged Entertainment, ſend 
Thy Thoughts before thee to thy Journey's End; 
Chides thy Deſires homeward ; tells thee plain, 
To think of Reſting here, it is but Vain : 

| Makes thee to ſet an Equal Eſtimate 
On this Uncertain World ; and a Juſt Rate 
On that to Come : It bids thee Wait and Stay, 
Until thy MASTER Calls; And then with Joy 
To entertain it: Such a Change as this, 

Renders thy Loſs, thy Gain ; Improves thy Bliſs, 


On Solitude, p. 121, 


L ET him that will, Aſcend the Tottering Seat 
Of Courtly Grandeur, and become as Great 
As are his Mounting Wiſhes: As for me, 
Let ſweet Repoſe and Reſt, my Portion be. 
« Give m® ſome mean abſcure Receſs; a Sphere 
Out of the Road of Bus'neſs, or the Fear 
Of Falling Lower ; where I ſweetly may 
My Self, and dear Retirement, ſtill Enjoy, 
Let not my Life, or Name, be known unto 
The Grandees of the Times; Toſs'd to and fro, 
By Cenſures or Applauſe : But let my Age 
Slide gently By, not Over-thwart the Stage 
Of Publick Action; Unheard, Unſeen, 
And Unconcern'd, as if I neer had been. 
And thus, whilſt 1 ſhall paſs my Silent Days 
In Shady Privacy, free from the Noiſe 
And Buſtles of the World : Then, then ſhall I 
A Good, Old, Innocent Plebeian, dye. 
Jnage 
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Jadge Hale's Experience of the Inward and 3 2 


Inviſible Guidance of the Spirit of GOD. 


TJ HOSE that truly fear GOD, have a Secret Guid- 

ance from a higher Wiſdom than what is barely 
Humane ; namely, The Spirit of Truth and Wiſdom,that 
doth Really and Truly, but Secretly,Prevent and Dl- 


rect them. 
ANY Man that Sincerely and Truly Fears Al- 


mighty GOD, relies upon HIM, and calls npon HIM 
for HIS Guidance and Direction, hath it as Really as ,; 
a Son hath the Counſel and Direttion of his Father, 
And tho” the Voice be not Audible, nor the Dire&Qi» * 
on always Perceptable (or D:ſcernable) to Senſe ; yet - 
it is equally as Real as if a Man heard the Voice Gy- 3 
ing, This is the Way, walkin it. And let no Man think * 
that this is a piece of Fanaticiſm, (or Enthuſiaſm.) 

AND this ſecret DireQtion of Almighty GOD, is 7 
Principally ſeen in matters relating to the Good of 
the Soul; yet it may alſo be found in the Concerns of 2 
this Life, which a good Man, that fears GOD, and . 
begs HIS Direction, ſhall very often, if not atall tumes 
find. P. 45. 4M 

I can call my own Experience to witneſs, That even - 


in the External Actions of my whole Life, I was ne- 7 
ver diſappointed of the beſt Guidance and DireQt- ; 
on, when have, in Humility and Sincerity, implo=..; 
rec the Secret Dire&ion, and Guidance, of the Di-# 

vine Wiſdom. P. 323. 3 


[Theſe are Faithful, Weighty and True Sayings..] 
THE END. 


